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NESIMUS was a fervant, or flave, 

- in the houfe of one Philemon. This 
hilemon feems to have been remark- 
ble for being a good Chriftian, for the 
poftle Paul very particularly mentions 
is ** Love and faith towards the Lord 
fus, and towards all Saints.” It is 
lain then that Onéfimus mutt have bad 
eat advantages by living in the houle 

fuch a mafier; and one would thint: 
at he mult have been a good Chriftian 
fo. No, he was far otherwite. He 
as quite infenfible of his advatitages. 
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Although there is faid te have been W 
Church,” that is, a colleétion of wor. 
fhipping Chriftians, in Philemon; 
houle, yet Onefimus feems to have beey 
not at all the better forit. He received 
no doubt the inftruGtions, he attende 
regularly at the family prayers, he alf 
beheld daily the bright example 
Philemon, and yet his heart continued 
to be hardened. I fhould think it pro. 
bable that Onefimus was very blind and 
ignorant refpecting Religion, and ali 
very carelefs about it, fo that all the 
Spiritual Inftruétion he received woul 
go in at one ear, as the faying is, and 
go out at the other. In the mean tine 
temptations of various kinds would pro. 
bably come upon him, and thus he 
would advance from bad to worfe, fog! 
one fin commonly leads on to another, 
and at leneth his heagt being dreadfull; 
hardened, he would be ready for almot 
any wickednefs. It feems by St. Paul’s 
account, that he became an unfaithlu 
fervant, and actually robbed his mafter 
and that he then ran away (perhaps ta 
king his booty with him; to the grea! 
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ity of Rome, where it would be eafy 
os ° ra . . y 

or Onefimus to conceal himielf, juft as 
iseafy for 2 man who has played the 

illain fome where at a diftance in this 

ountry, to lie hid in London now. 


If the prefent flory were to ftop here, 
here then it might be faid, is the ule 
having all theie family prayers and 
us “ Church in the houle’” Why 
e very fervants you iniftrudt will itill 
heat you juft as much as if they were 
ot inftru@ted, and it is as well there. 
re to leave them to go their own way, 
ithout trying to make them religious.” 
1 will not itop to reply to this obfer- 
ation here, becaufe, as we go on with 


wee ftory, the anfwer will be plain e- 


ugh. 


What! have next to remark of One- 
us, is, that when he got to Rome, he 
ent to hear the Apottle Paul preach. 
’e are not told the reafon of his firft at- 
nding on the Apoftle. -It is mot im- 
‘obable, however, that fome qualm of 
nicience might put him uponthis vi- 
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fit. Methinks I fee him for a few da 
or weeks rioting in vice, {pending free 
ly the handful of pluader which he hy 
carried off, and ashis pocket grows loy 
becoming low in {pirits alfo. at lengt 
his laft fhilling is gone. Alas! heh; 
no Chrifiian mafier to fupport him, 1 
friend to pity him—and now havin 
firft doubted poflibly whether to plung 
into fome new crime in order to relier 
his growing diftreffes, he bethinks hi 

felf of what he had once fo carelefs 
heard in Philemon’s houfe, and fay 


within his heart * well, there can be 1? 


comfort, no hope, no chance of deliv 
yance for me now, but from the Gofpel. 
I think it is alfo poflible that he mig 
have occafionally overheard the name: 
Paul mentioned while he was waiting: 
Philemon’s table, and when pricked i 
his confcience at Rome, Paul therefo: 
is the man to whom he. would natur: 


ly fly for relief. 


Let no mafter then defpair of being : 


inftrument of good to his fervants, eva. 
though for a time he fhould fee no_ fru 
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of his labors. Iam perfuaded there has 
been) many footmen, or ftable boy, or 
ther fervant, both male and female, 
ho has continued thoughtlefs and pro- 
ane during the whole time of refidence 
na religious mafter’s houfe, and who 
everthelefs has been ftruck to the heart 
. Bafterwards, and has profited materially 
in the end, by fome hint which appear- 
dto have no effect at the time of recei- 
ing it. 











But we are next to fpeak of a new 
‘Bicene which prefents itfelf. Onefimus 
is converted to Chriftianity under Paul’s 
iniftry. The finner is conviéted of 
Bhis fin. Through God’s mercy the Run- 
away is arrefted in his mad and wicked 
courfe. ‘The poor guilty wretch of 
courfe confefles to Paul his guilt, and 
through the infinite grace of God in 








gChrift he obtains pardon, and the hope 


of eternal life 


BE Here then is a ftriking proof of the 
rich provifion of mercy which there is 
in the Gofpel. <A run-away flave and a 
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thief may become a partaker of it: Go 


No; I will warrant you Paul examine 























et 





cam grant even to the vilelt and ing 
milerable finner repentance unto lif 
and it is proper therefore, that all thou 
pray to God fer a héart to repent, anf 
that no one fhould defpair. 


ft is plain from many figns that th 
repentance of Onefimus was fincere. | 
the firft place I think we may take Paul 
word that it was fo, for Paul would no 
have {poken fo decidedly as he did, ifh 
had not firft enquired into the cafe, 


Onefimus very clofely, for Paul’s chari. 
ty did not confilt in believing in a good 
natured way that every one was a Chri 
tian who faid that he was fo; on thal 
contrary, Paul’s Charity led him to be 
careful and jealous left he fhould com. 
fort his flock with a falfe hope, or fhoul 
flatter the perfon of any one. It made 
him therefore exceedingly particular in 
examining the flate of men’s fouls: and 
hence it comes to pafs that the words 
of Paul have fo much weight whenever 
he pronounces any one to be a G@hritli. 
an. 
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o> But the fincerity of Onefimus’s repen- 
ance is {till further proved by a cir- 
Mumftance which is diftingtly mention- 
‘i@ig; I mean by his readinefs to take 

aul’s advice when he bids him go back 
‘h vain to his injured maiter. Now a 
“@alie penitent would diiler from Onefi- 
pus ia this particulars A falfe peni- 
at would make a thoufand objections 
yfuch a meafure. ‘ What,” he would 
v, * muft I go back to my matter 
hom I have wronged? I dare not fhow 
iy face before him, nor before my fel- 
Bw fervants. I fail fink into the earth 
hen I fee them.  Behdes, where is 
e neceflity for returning ? 1 am willing 
prepent indeed, but may I not repent 
Rome? Surely I may be allowed to 
main here in my prefent obfcurity, 
r the difgrace of feeing my matter 
d all my old friends again is more 
an I can bear, but I will bear any 
ing elfe; I will live hard and work 
neftly, and I will be forry for my fin, 
d [ will continue te attend Paul’s 


But go back again in the fir? place to 
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eaching. Surely this will fuffice,”— . 
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your mafter, fays Paul. Goand own ty 
him what you have done; away with 
all this pride and evil thame which iff 
about you. Submit to the dilgrace youliR 
have brought on yourlelf, and try to rei 
pair the evil you have done as well a; 
you can, by working hard for Philemon, 
in the time to come: endeavour to €arn 


for him as much money as you have {ton 


len from him, nee be not afraid of Phi! 


lemon’s wrath, for I wiil give you a let. 
ter to him. This | is the proof I require. 
of your fincerity.” ot 


How wife and judicious was this adfiha 
vice of Paul to Onefimus! ‘| Whon,’ 
lays he inthe letter “I have fent a. 
gain,’ thatis, whom I have fent bac 
again in order that he may confefs his 
whole fault to you, and return intoffas 
vour fervice. ‘The confeflion of the fim f 
arainit Philemon was better in this cai 
than any general confefhon of faith, o 
than any plaufible tale of Onefimus’gfe, 
converfion; and fo it may be obferve: 
ia other cafes, that Z readinefs to g 


ee ya ms 
* Sea 


*, iS ; 
di ali hazard Us, aid to aCaAsmcy Hehe 














7 


Dre. ner.s 








~ 
= e 





( in ) 


ur crime to the perfon we have offend- 
d, and to repair it as well as we are 
ble, is the. firft proof of fincerity that 
houid. be, require; whereas an unwil- 
ingnefs to return implies much remain- 
g pride of heart, a very finful fort of 
hame, @ difregard to ftri&t hcvefiy, and 
fear of confequences that is inconfift- 
nt with that faith and truit in God 
hich accompany true repentance. 
Onefimus as I have faid, confented to 
eturn; and let us not fuppole that he 
now to be pitied on that account, or 
at any great miferies. were in confe- 
uence about to fall upon his head. 
0, let us congratulate him rather on 
is right refolution, for J will warrant 
bu that after the firft affecting fcene 
as over, he wouid be much the happi- 
for it, and let us remember aifo, that 
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e are to centider him now 2s a Chril- 


ac *iab 


an, who has cot among Chriftian peo- 


mc, and that he departs bearing in his 
ind that letter of St. Paul to Phile- 
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of the New Teftament. How kind 
how affelionate, how condef feendin, 
does every part of this Epiftle ap pea 
when it is carefully examined! It is, 
{pecimen of the Chriftian fpirit, and 
we thall therefore now turn from Onefi. 
mus’s character to the contemplation of 
that of Paul, which we have here a fine 
opportunity of confidering. 


Paul was now grown extremely olf, 
and he had fuffered much in the caufe 
of the Gofpel. He was at this very 
time a prifoner, and it was while in pri. 
fon and in bonds that he had preached 
fo effectually to Oncfimus. It is like. 
wile remarkable that not only Onefimus 
the ilave, but that Phifemoi the matte 
alfo, to whom the letter was addreffed, 
had been converted through Paul’s mi. 


niftry. Thus therefore this venerable 


Saint was able to write with the authori 
ty that belonged to him both as an Apof 
tle, as an old man, and as Philemon’ 


father in Chrift, as the father in like 


manner of Onefimus, and as a chief fuf 
ferer, who was foon alfo to prove a no 
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sle Martyr, in the caufe of their com: 
non Saviour. 


What then is the ground which he 
nay be fuppofed to take in grder to per- 
uade Philemon to [pare the poor con- 
erted flave that is fent back to him? 
[he ground he takes is this: He for- 
ears, he fays, from that éexrcife of his 
uthority which fuch a one as he might 
ie; he hints, in a moit affecting man- 
er, how Philemon himle!f had owed 
he life of his very foul to the apoftle, 
nd he then entreats Philemon, for 
ove’s fake, to comply with the earnett 
equeft that is made to him, briefly inti- 
ating alfo the worldly profit which 
Philemon would derive from having 
ow a Chriftian fervant inftead of an 
nbelieving one. But let us quote the 
poftle’s own words—*‘ wherefore,’ 
ys he, “though I might be bold in 
rift to. enjoin thee that which is con- 
enient, yet, for love’s fake, I rather 
efeech thee, being fuch an one as Paul 
1c aged, and now alfo a prifoner ox 
fus Chrilft; I befeech thee for my fon 
Qq 7 
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Onelimus, whom I have begotteh in my 
bonds, which in times palit was to thes 
unprofitable, but now is profitable to 
thee and to me, whom I have fent 3. 
gain, thou therefore receive him that is 
mine own bowels.” And then he adds, 
“ Thou therefore receive him not, now 
as afervant, but above a fervant, a bro. 
ther beloved, efpecially to me, but how 
much more unto thee both inthe flefh 
and in the Lord.”’ 


WI hat an aftonifhing difference? does 
Chriftianity make in men! What a 
kind fpirit do we here trace! How 
itrange allo muft all this love and con. 
defcenfion feem to fome people! A man 
of the world, whofe fervant had robbed 
him at.drun away, avould never believe 
Chriflianity could convert the man, and 


would difdain to receive fuch a kind off 


letrer as I have defcribed. Iam perfua 
ded alfo my readers will agree, that a 
woridly correfpondent, though natu 

ly ever fo humane, would be Louie far 
from writing fuch a kind of letter as 


this; an certainly an unrepenting and 
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worldly minded flave would ill deferve 
ito have it written.—-But how attection- 
ately does the apoiltle flill proceed 
«If fays Paul, * thou count me there- 
fore a-partner, receive him as myielf. 
If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee 
ought, put that on mine account. [| 
Paul have written it with mine own 
hand, I will repay it. Albeit, I do not 
fay to thee how thou oweft to me thine 
own felf befides.” 


And now let it be remarked, what a 
happy influence had Chriftianity on the 
whole condition of this poor wretched 
Run-away. He was finking, no doubt, 
into the loweft infamy as well as pover- 
ty and woe when he firlt waited on 
Paul: he was living, I dare fay, among 
the dregs of the people at Rome; and 
if he had remained unconverted, if ei- 
ther he had-not gone to Paul, or if ha- 


agving gone to him he had again harden- 


‘Bed his heart, and returned to his for- 
‘mer wickednefs, he would probably 


have ended his days on the Crucifix or 
Gibbet, or at leaft he would have foon 
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perifhed through want, unknown ani 
unregarded, for he would have bee’ 
{wept away among the thoufands whongp” 
the vice and wickednets of every great’ 
City are continually fending to an unjge 
timely grave: A guilty confcience al{m'™ 
would have haunted him in his laff’ 
hours, and after death he muft havee : 
ftood before an. offended God, and aj™t!® 
laft he muft have had his portion in that nk 
place where “ there is weeping, an 
wailing, and gnafhing of teeth.” 


How happy then I fay, how tranfpor 
ting was the change; ‘The pride of hi 
heart being firft fubdued through that 
bleffed Gofpe] which was made know: 
to him, he returns to his mafter. This 
was a great flep. He returns to flaverg 
indeed, but to a flavery no doubt thai 
was extremely mild, and that fcarcely 
deferved the name; for he is immedi 
ately received as a brother into tha’ 
family from whence he had fled as a Cul 
prit, andthe fame Epittle of Paul whic 
introduced him to Philemon, woul* 
now recommend him no doubt to mang’ 
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embe rs.of the Church at Coloffus, with 
thom he would become united in the 
onds of Chriftian love. Nay, if we be- 
jeve the report of hiltory, his good con- 
uct as a flave foon afterwards gained 
im his liberty, and he even rofe, as fome 
ave fuppoled, though of this there may 
eacertain degree of doubt, to the fitn- 
tion of a Minifter or Teacher in the 
nfant Chriftian Church. 


But whatever his condition may have 
een during the remainder of his days 
n earth, and it is indeed comparatively 
[little moment,. of this at leaft we are 
ire, that his everlafting happinefs was 
cured, and that he is now numbered 
mong the company of thofe who 
ave walhed their garments, and made 
1em white in the blood. of the Lamb ;” 
hofe offences in this life are pardoned 


hrough the merits of Chrift, and who 


re “ ftanding before the throne of 
od.” There the great apofile Paul, 


cid his excellent friend Philemon, and 
ere alio the converted flave Onefimus, 
nite with one voice in that triumohant 
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fong, God grant that each of us my 
one day joinin it, “ Unto Him tha 
hath loved us, and Res tole us from oy 
finsin his own blood, and hath made y 
Kings and Priefts unto God and hig 
Father, unto Him be Glory and Domi. 
nion for ever and ever. Amen.” 








ay 
Vat 
Ut 
Us 
hig 
Nil. 


(a9) 


in Appitication of the above Story 


9 the Case of those unhappy Men and 
Women, who, like OQuefimus, 


left their Home, and have 


bad Way of Life. 


have 
ot into a 


THE ftory, which we have related, 


ay be uleful to perfons of every clafs, 
r there 1s a very particular application 
it whieh may be made to thofe who, 
fome meafure, refemble the run-away 


1d unconverted Onefimus. 


I mean now 
ylelf to thofe who, 


therefore, to addrefs 
through fome falfe 
rp in life, and perhaps by adding one 
ece of mifcondu& to auother, 


have 


len into any very difirefsful and dif- 


aceful cireumfiances. ’ 
lt more efpecially to thofe unhappy 
men, who, like Onefimus, have run 
‘ay from their proper home, 
they may have 


ce perhaps 


I addrefs mv- 


where 
heard 
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fomething of the Gofpel, though they 


did.not attend to it, and who are noy 
ruined.in their charac€ter, who are alf 
plunged by their growing neceflities ip, 
to a lite of open and allowed fin; an 
are. perifhing both as to body and foul 
either in our great towns, or among thy 
dregs of the people of our metropolis, 


























[ would entreat fuch perfens to conf. 
der alittle the cafe of this poor Onei. 
mus, at the time he was plunged, as 
have fuppofed him to haye been, in thal) 
debaucheries of Rome, and when he 
muft be viewed as a run-away, and ¢ 
ven a thief and a vagabond. Methink 
he refembled, in a few leading particu 
lars, what fome of you may be at pre 
fent. Now it happened that Onefimu 
went one day to» hear Paul preach 
What if you were for once 1n your lives 
to do the fame? 1 mean, what if yo 
were to go and hear the preaching 0 
fome faithful and zealous Minitter o 
Chrift, fome follower of Paul the Apolf. - 
tle? I would advife you, if you thing” 
of doing it at allto go on the very nex 
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abbath. Onefimus, by hearing Paul 
reach, was delivered out of all his 
oubles, for he was effectually convert- 
d to Chriftianity; and who knows whe- 
er if you purfue the fame means, it 
ay not pleafe God to fave you, bota 
ody and foul, in the fame manner. 
deed, I can hardly imagine any other 
ay than that which Onefimus actually 
bok, by which he could have been re- 
opvered; and, depend upon it, if ever 
ou efcape, and are reftored to peace, 
)happineis, and to fociety, it muft be 
y the*fame mighty power of the Gof- 
1. Would to God, that fome unhap- 
y creature, who reads this tale, and 
ho has imitated Onefimus in his wan- 
rings, might imitate him alfo in his 
pentance. Would to God that fome 
tt fheep might thus be brought back 
to the fold of Chrilt. Would to God, 
at fome Prodigal Son, for inftance, 
ight be perfuaded, like the Prodigal 
the Goipel, to repent and return to 
s father’s houfe; or that fome woman, 
o is afinner, while fhe is reading 
is tale, might find her eyes begin to 
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ftream with tears, like the Magdak 
who wept io plentifully at the fee: gh 


— 


eur Sayiour, and migh’, like her, , 


tain to a comfortable and well-grouy 
ed hope, that “ her fins, which are 
ny,” are forgiven her, 


“ But what can we do,”? methinks 
hear a whole multitude of fuch perfogifl, 
reply, ‘‘ We long to be reftored: to @i 
the comforts you fpeak of; we ae 
charmed at the very mention of {ur 
happinefs, but we know not how to gi 
pofle fon of it.” J anfwer, do then, 
all refpects like Onefimus. Take fb 
ample, as far as your cafe will allogii 
from all the various circumftandfja 
which may be fuppofed to have belom}v 
ed to his tale. Firft of all, he attendiic 
Paul’s preaching, after which, I fuppqRd 
he called on the Apoftle, and told hw) 
his ftory. The Apoftle, indeed, wag 
poor man himilelf, anda prifoner. al 








fo that a little good advice, which ho 





ever is a very valuable thing, was 
that could be got from him; excceffe 
indeed, that. Panl being acquainted w 
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number of good Chriftians, among 


»om there might be fome rich ones al- 
he was able to give Onefimus a let- 
of Introduction, if he thought proper. 
efame thing, perhaps, may happen 
vy. If you will call on iome Minitier 

the Gofpel, after having for a while 
ended his preaching, provided he 
ves you to be truly penitent, he will 
induced, perhaps, if poor himfelf, to 
ye you a recommendation to: fome 
riftian friend of his, to tome capital 
fe keeper, like Philemon. 


‘ 
But. fhall 1 tell you what will be his 

culty ? A fufpicion will immediate- 
arife about your fincerity, and the re. 
val of this fulpicion is the great thing 
ich you mult aim at. Onefimus fuc- 
rded in removing this fufp:cion from 

mind of Paul; for, ifhe had net, I 
lure Paul would never have written 
h a letter as he did to Philemon. 


et me, then, clofe with a ‘ittle ad- 
eas to this point, I mean, 25 to the 
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manner in which you muft give pro 
of your fincerity. 


Firft, when you confefs your faults 
any one of whom you afk help, do ng 
confefs them by halves. I have know 
fome perfons acknowledge a few thin 
which they have done wrong, and whict 
indeed, they could not hide, while the 
have been mightily referved upon othe 
points. They have left out half thei 
ftory. They have thought, perhaps, t 
{pare themfelves thereby, but, in fad 


it has commonly proved, that what wa, 


concealed was afterwards difcoveret 


and they have been rejected, not at a 
on account of any unwillingnefs to hell 


them, though hitherto ever fo wicke 
but on account of it’s continuing {till t 
be impoffible to put any truft in the 
Onefimus, I warrant you, confeiled hi 
whole fin to Paul, and was not dete<te 
afterwards in any little reiervations 

excules, or falfe colourings. 


Again, draw nearer and nearer to hg 


lition. Read the Scriptures. Avoi 
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company. Attend diligently on the 
aching of the Gofpel; and endeavour 
make acquaintance with thofe who at- 
dalfo, and who, however poor, are 
igious. Onefimus had become one of 
» little fociety of the “ Saints which 
re at Rome,”’ at the time when Paul 
ote fo confidently of his fincerity. | 


Again, put away your pride and falfe 
ane: very forlorn and wicked people 

often very proud, and this pride 
ks ina thoufand ways, fo as to hin- 
r their deliverance. Onefimus fub- 
tted to go back to his old malter, not- 
thftanding all the fhame that attended 

return; and you muft thow foime- 
ng of the fame temper, if you expect 

one who underitands the human 
urt, fo as all Chriflians do, to put con- 
ence in your fincerity. 


(vain, put your truftin God. Dare 
fulfill your prefent duty ; and do not 
plontoo much about confequences. God 

all events, and he has likewile all 
artsinhishand: andhecanand will make 
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a way for your efcape, as he did for thay 
of Onefimus, if you refolve fully te ferygibe 
him, and put your truft in him. ay 


Again, determine on a life of induc 
try ; for all idlenefs in you muft be dir 
honefty.. Onefimus went and workelia 
even asaflave. I hope you have no otf; 
jection to go and work any where as 
fervant. and to accept even the lower 
fervice. I hope too you defire to be 
very diligent and profitable fervant 
“ Onefimus,’’ as St Paul obferves, “ha 
been once unprofitable, but was no 
profitable,’- He became a moft valu 
ble hard working man when he becam 
a Criftian. 


But, above all things, take care to him 
what'you with to appear; take care. 
mean, to be a molt fincere and tru 
penitent. It is afmall matter to feemg. 
fincere in the fight of your fellow creq@; 
tures, when you are not fo in the fig 
of God. The heart is deceitful. Ente 
therefore, deeply into this matter. Corll,” 
fider your own weaknefs in times pal 
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from temptation; be often on your 
es alfo confefling your fins, and 
ying to God to ftrengthen you by his 
ly Spirit; pray to him, in fhort, ‘* to 
ch and try you, to prove you, and 
mine your ways, to look well if there 
any way of wickednefs in you, and 
ead you in the way everlatfting.” 


And now, are you {till out of {pirits 

defponding? Do you ftill think 
eis no friend to pity you; no help 
r you, and that no minifter, if you 
uld go to him, will take notice of your 
e? Twill add another hint on .this 
ect. When Onefimus firft went to 
l, I dare fay he little expected to get 

a kind letter as he obtained. Shall 


> Wen explain to you what was the caule 


tes 


-y fr. 


‘ t 
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ich made Paul condefcend fo readily 
his poor, 1epenting finner. It was 


®. Paul was oncea great finner him- 


; he could remember atime, when 
ough he never was a thief or a run- 


ny | yet he was a hinderer of the Gof. 
i and even a perfecutor alfo.» But 


thad obtained mercy. And now it 
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became the happineis of his life to telj 
the grace of Jefus Chrift. “ Unto, 
faid he, who am lefs than the leatt of 
Saints, is this grace given, that I tho 
preach among the Gentiles, the untear 
able riches of Chrift.” He thougy 
the greateft honour in the world to be 
lowed to publifh among the vileft G 
tiles, the falvation of the bleffed Je 

So itisalfonow. ‘The very beft men 
earth, whether Chriftian Minitters 
Chriftian People, like Paul, owe all 
mercy, and they long therefore to c 


mend you to the fame mercy, and 
ftretch out their hand for your relief. 


Learn, then, to underftand thet 
hindrance to your recovery. It is 
that there are no Chriflians who 
help you. It is not that there are 
means of deliverance for you, for 
have fhewn you that “if there is a \ 
there isa way.” It is not that you 
driven into fin by any. irrefiftible 
for God is above fate, and God drive: 
man into fin, It is, in fhort, your o 
fault, and your own fault alone. 
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then, immediately. Give no fleep 
elmour eyes, nor flumber to your eye- 
owe, till you have taken fome itep to- 
of ds 7 your recovery. Remember, in 
hot, that if Ouefimus efcaped, fo may 
aa: and that if you ufe not the fame 
ohfmns, this very flory of Onefimus will WV 
bef day rife up in Judgment againft you. : 
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THE 


OLD MAN, HIS CHILDRE) 


AND THE 


BUNDLE OF STICKS. 


A FABLE, 
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GOOD Old Man, no matter wih 
Whether in York or Laneafhire, Ff 
Or on a hill or in a dale, 

It cannot much concern the tale; 
Had children very much like other 
Compos’d of fifters and of brothers; 
In life he had not much to give, ff 
Save his example how to live; 

His luck was what his neighbours hi 
For fome were good and fome were 
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{yen of their father death bereft them, 
“TB good advice was all he left them. | 
is good Old Man who long had lain, 
Higted with difeafe and pain; 

th difficulty drew his breath, 

d telt the fure approach of death. 

ftill had liv’d an honeft life, 

nd to his neighbour and his wife; 

s practice good, his faith was found, 
built his hope on Seripture ground ; 
d knowing life hangs on a breath, © 
always liv’d prepar’d for death. 
trufted God, nor fear’d to die, 

yit be thus with you and I! 

r let us hope to die content, 

lefs our life be wifelv fpent. 

call’d his children round his bed, 

d with a teeble voice he faid : 
las! alas! my children dear, 

ell perceive my end Is near ; 

fer much, but kifs the rod, 
dad d bow me to the will of God. 

ere from you I’m quite remov’d, 
ym you whom always [ have-lov’d ; 
ifh to give you all my bleffing, 
= gd leave you with a ufeful leffon ; 
at when I’ve left this world of care, 
h may. his teftimony bear, 
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How much my lateft thoughts incliy 
To prove mé tender, good, and kin 
Obferve that faggot on the ground, 
With twilted hazel firmly bound ;” 


The children turn’d their eyes 
way, 
And view’d the faggot as it lay ; 
But wonder’d w hat “their father meq 
btn thus expounded his intent. 

‘| with that all of you would take; 
rie try if any one can break it.” 
Obedient to the good old Man, 
They all to try their ftrength bega 
Now boy, now girl, now he, now the 
Apply’d the faggot to their knee ; | 
They tugg’d and ftrain’d, and ti. 

again, | 
But ftill they tugg’d and try’d in va 
In vain their ftrength and fkill exert 
The faggot ev’ry effort thwarted. | 
And when their labour vain they foul, 
They threw the faggot on the ground 


Again the good old man preceecec 
To give th’ inftru€tion which ¢ 
needed ; 
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ntwilt,” fays he, “ the hazel bind, 
let the faggot be disjoiri’d.” 

n flick by ftick, and twig by twig, 
NUE little children and the big, 

> BBwing the words their father {poke, 
p {prig and ipray they quickly broke: 
ere father!” all began to cty, 

e broken mine! and I, and I.” 


plied the Sire, ‘twas my intent, 
family to reprefent ; 

e you are joind in friendthip’s 
hrong, 

earelt children, you'll be ftrong ; 
[by quarrel and dilpute, 
undermine affections’s root, 

thus the ftrength’ning cord divide, 
»will my children ill betide : 
bealts of prey in bands unite, 
kindly for each other fight ; 

hall not chriftian children be, 

Lin {weet links of amity? 

erate, you'll each be weak, 
Blike a fingle ftick wil! break; 
B you're firm, and true and hearty, 
vorld with all its fpite can’t part 
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The father having clos’d his leffy 
Proceeded to pronounce his Dlefling, 
Embrac’d them all, then pray’d ; 

figh’d, 
Look’d up, then dropp’d his head 
and dy’d. 


e 

And thus, my countrymen, t 
And I, and all, be firm and true; 
If chriftian faith and Jove combine u 
And {weet affe€tion’s cords intwine 
We need encourage no dejeétiun, 
Secure in the Divine Protection 
In profperous days we’ll blefs our Gi 
And when he {mites we’ll kifs the aig 
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